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Bleeding on the cross, Jesus drew in a ragged breath and gasped out words from the Psalms: “My 
God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” (Psalm 22:1). Words of pain. Words of desolation. 
Words that sum up how our persecuted Christian family often feel as prison doors slam shut 
behind them or an angry militia closes in for the kill. But God has not abandoned them; he stands 
beside them.

Lord, may members of my faith family sense your presence. May they know beyond all doubt that 
you are with them, now and forever. Amen. 

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.

PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED
Recommended Scripture: Recommended Scripture: 
Exodus 2:11–3:22 | Matthew 17:10-27 | Psalm 22:1-18 | Proverbs 5:7-14Exodus 2:11–3:22 | Matthew 17:10-27 | Psalm 22:1-18 | Proverbs 5:7-14
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Integrating Faith and 
Work with Resource 
Global (1)

“In a world filled with danger and 
uncertainty, God invites us to embrace 
the risk and invest courageously for his 
Kingdom, that one day we may share in 
the joy of the harvest.” That was the call-
to-action given by Dr. Steve Lee, lead 
pastor at Immanuel Community Church, 
while addressing Resource Global’s most 
recent graduating leadership cohort in 
Nairobi—marking the end of the program’s 
second year. The cohort of 13 individuals 
with diverse backgrounds and experience 
completed a curriculum of biblical teaching, 
mentorship, and training on integrating 
faith and work.

Part of Resource Global’s mission is to 
serve Christian marketplace leaders who 
are using their resources and influence to 
advance human flourishing and multiply 
gospel impact in Nairobi and other 
cities throughout the world. The Nairobi 
cohort represents a wide range of fields, 
including health care, marketing, finance, 
law, fashion, agriculture, technology, and 
journalism. With the help of eight mentors, 
each cohort member completes a Gospel 
Action Plan, which takes their learning and 
transforms it into a plan for applying it in 

their work and community.
Ann Kui Nderitu, one of the graduating 

members, originally enrolled in the Resource 
Global program as a way to transition out of 
her current position as a hospital manager—
hoping to explore other passions and 
possible careers. Instead, Kui felt God using 
the program to show her how she could 
stay in her position and use her current 
role and influence there. She used her 
Gospel Action Plan to create a policy at her 
hospital that advocates for holistic patient 
care, citing studies that demonstrated how 
some physical ailments could be attributed 
to psychological and emotional issues. 
She also noted that throughout Scripture, 
Jesus addressed the holistic needs of 
people—healing physical, emotional, and 
spiritual ailments. Now, her hospital offers 
physical treatments at affordable rates, as 
well as free psychological counseling and 
spiritual guidance to those who request it. 
The hospital also allows bills to be reviewed 
and reduced even further when patients 
and their families are unable to pay. Holistic 
care is extended to the hospital staff as well, 
who have access to professional counseling 
and therapy.

“We have been tremendously encouraged 
by the progress of the 13 cohort members,” 
said a Resource Global representative. 
“Looking at their community for needs, 



strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities 
leads to new, creative insights for how 
cohort members can address issues or 
challenges with their experiences, gifts, 
and strengths.” 

A cohort member agreed, “My view of 
the marketplace has changed significantly. 
I never doubted that my vocation was 
God-ordained, but I saw it very narrowly: 
do exceptionally well for God’s glory and 
evangelize. I didn’t know how to evangelize 
at work, so I stuck to . . . pursuing excellence. 
There has been a recurring cohort theme of 
us being priests at the marketplace, that we 
are first of all priests before we are bankers, 
engineers, or teachers. With that mindset, 
work isn’t just work. It is no longer for the 
paycheck or the status. . . . Every task is 
an opportunity to seek God and ask him to 
show you how to ‘shine’ for him in it.”

Resource Global has also seen God work 
through other efforts in the community. 
They’ve hosted pastor trainings with 13 
local pastors from Nairobi Chapel, Renewal 
Church, Nairobi Baptist Church, and ICC 
Nairobi Church. These trainings include 
discussions of the theological view of faith 
and work and ways Christians can transform 
society. They also provide opportunities 
for younger pastors to learn from other 
experienced pastors how to teach and 
shepherd their congregations to embrace 
the integration of faith and work. Plus, 
these local pastors have been helpful 
in recommending prospective cohort 

participants and opening doors to new 
partnerships.

Resource Global (resourceglobal.org) 
received a grant from Tyndale House 
Foundation, a grantmaking organization 
that partners with Christian ministries 
around the world. To learn more, visit 
tyndale.foundation.

Burkina Faso: Pastor 
Abducted (2)

In February 2023, jihadists burned and 
destroyed Pastor Laurent’s church in 
eastern Burkina Faso. Then, in March 2023, 
jihadists abducted Pastor Laurent when 
he traveled to attend a regional pastors’ 
meeting. As the kidnappers forced him into 
the bush, he sent one text to his family, 
who haven’t heard from him since. A local 
villager later reported seeing him bound, 
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1

2

3

4



Customer service and subscription number: 1-800-692-9912. Published by Tyndale House Publishers; Deborah King, associate editor. © 2024 The Church 
Around the World,  vol. 54, no. 4, April 2024. The Church Around the World is published monthly by Tyndale House Ministries, 351 Executive Dr., Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. Printed in the USA. The Church Around the World is a registered trademark of Tyndale House Ministries. Subscription $16.00 per month 
per 100 copies. Canada: $18.00 per 100 per month. Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale 
House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Ministries, Carol Stream, IL 60188, and The Voice of the Martyrs, Bartlesville, OK  74006.  All rights 
reserved. Sources: vom.org/prayer.  All rights reserved. Images © Unsplash. All rights reserved. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Church Around 
the World, Subscription Services, P.O. Box 405, Mt. Morris, IL 61054.     

blindfolded, and being transported by the 
Islamic militants to a different area. VOM 
has helped his wife and six children move to 
a more secure location. 

Pray that Pastor Laurent’s life will be 
preserved and that he will be set free.  
Pray, too, that he is strengthened in the 
Lord daily.

Nepal: Hindu Monks 
Experience Peace in 
Christ (3)

In 2023, VOM provided Pastor Amar Thapa 
25 Maithili language SD cards that were 
equipped with Christian resources. A few 
weeks later, six Hindu monks in one of the 
villages in the district where he was working 
watched a video from the SD cards and 
learned about Jesus Christ. They said, “Here 
is the peace that we have been searching 
for.” These Hindu monks want to learn more 
about this peace. Pastor Amar and other 
believers are meeting with the monks to 
share more about Christ.   

Pray that these monks will come to 
believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior and 
Lord. 

Laos: Christian Teens Resist 
Family Persecution (4)

Ton (18) and Tan (16) are teenage sisters who 
became Christians and have been harassed 
repeatedly for this decision. Recently, their 
mother said that she will sell her daughters 
to any men who make an offer. Their older 
sister has also begun trying to bribe them 
into a life of prostitution with offers of 
phones and jewelry. The mother pressures 
the girls to prostitute themselves and 
regularly mocks their faith. She is requiring 
Ton and Tan to provide food for their family 
of six, sending them to work in the fields to 
keep them from being able to worship or 
serve in their church. Ton and Tan remain 
strong in their faith and their love for the 
Lord, but they are under immense pressure 
and are saddened that their mother sees 
them only as a source of income.

Praise God that Ton and Tan remain 
strong in their faith! Pray that they continue 
to grow in their relationship with Christ and 
have opportunities to share the gospel with 
their mother.

Burkina Faso: Pastor Abducted, continued from page 3


