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After Pastor Kabir finished leading a prayer service in one of India’s slums, he was kidnapped 
on his way home and savagely beaten by members of the Hindu Yuva Vahini youth militia. They 
insisted he denounce Jesus, but the pastor refused. Instead he said, “I’m not going to worship 
idols. I’m going to serve the Lord only.” Bruises, a burst eardrum, and a fractured skull have only 
strengthened Pastor Kabir’s resolve to speak out for Christ. 

Lord, may all who follow you have Pastor Kabir’s courage and single-minded dedication. In hostile 
areas—in all nations—may your people serve you with their whole hearts. Amen. 

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.

PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED
Recommended Scripture: Recommended Scripture: 
Genesis 46:1–47:31 | Matthew 15:1-28 | Psalm 19:1-14 | Proverbs 4:14-19Genesis 46:1–47:31 | Matthew 15:1-28 | Psalm 19:1-14 | Proverbs 4:14-19
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Reaching Youth through 
Protests and Coffee 
Shops (1)

Some of the names in this story have been 
changed to protect privacy.

Sarah wore a bright rainbow-colored shirt 
with the word “RESIST” and an equal sign. 
She was attending a pro-choice protest on 
the steps of the Sacramento capitol building 
with her friends Anne and Charlie. Each self-
identified as agender, non-binary and were 
active in the local drag queen culture.

You could feel the growing tension in the 
atmosphere. Angry shouts were exchanged 
between both pro-choice and pro-life 
protestors. In the midst of the chaos, another 
small group, led by Filipe Machado, stood 
calmly with a simple sign that invited people 
to share what the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
meant to them.

Filipe and his group eventually met Sarah 
and her friends and asked them several 
questions. During the conversation, it 
became clear that there was a lot of genuine 
hurt behind the anger and hostility they 
were expressing on this day. Sarah, Anne, 
and Charlie each shared vulnerable, raw, 
and deeply personal stories of pain they 
experienced growing up. Each of their pasts 
included painful encounters with the church.

The conversation progressed, and Filipe 

was able to express sincere empathy to Sarah 
and her friends, validating their experience 
and the pain they felt. Filipe shared that as 
a follower of Jesus, he believes that the root 
of our problems is not political, but spiritual. 
He explained that God is not indifferent to our 
suffering and that Jesus’ death on the Cross is 
proof of that. The discussion concluded with 
Sarah, Anne, and Charlie welcoming Filipe 
to pray for them. They were visibly moved, 
eagerly exchanged contact information, and 
have stayed in contact since then.

Filipe and his group were there as part of 
the Steiger International team. Steiger began 
as a ministry to young people in Amsterdam, 
but has since grown into a worldwide mission 
organization active in more than 120 cities 
across the world, focused on reaching and 
discipling the global youth culture for Jesus.

Always looking to grow its reach, Steiger is 
in the midst of an ambitious expansion with a 
goal to establish what they call “City Teams” 
in ten cities—two in the United States, eight 
internationally—over a three-year period.

“In each of our proposed cities, we are 
actively casting the vision and developing 
partnerships through media, preaching at 
churches, networking with local leaders, and 
running workshops,” a Steiger representative 
said. “We are holding mobilization events in 
each of our cities in an effort to actively build 
the teams and have seen incredible growth. 



All of our ten cities have groups regularly 
going to the streets with creative evangelism 
and investing in discipleship relationships 
with non-believers.”

The impact can be seen all around 
the globe—including in Beirut. Beirut’s 
cosmopolitan, multicultural community is 
full of artists and activists. The Steiger team 
spent years inviting young people who would 
never walk into a church into their own 
homes for worldview discussions, dinners, 
movie nights, game nights, and “Bible Study 
for Seekers and Skeptics.”

As the team’s network kept growing, 
they realized it was time to open their own 
ministry space. In December they opened The 
Living Room, a coffee shop in the hippest part 
of the city. Surrounded by bars, it’s also the 
main area where the Steiger team engages 
in outreach. Along with hosting their own 
events, they allow others to rent out their 
space.

“We just recently had ‘Proud,’ which is the 
biggest LGBTQ+ group in Lebanon, come and 
host an event. They actually interviewed a 
pastor and had a whole conversation about 
how the Church responds to people from their 
community. It was great,” regional leader 
Lukas Ruegger said. “What encourages me 
the most is that people can sense that we’re 
actually interested in people’s lives, and we 
are really passionate about providing a space 
where community, connection, and authentic 
relationships happen.” 

The shop also hosted a highly rated coffee 
critic. Afterwards he reached out to say, “You 

guys are probably the kindest people I’ve 
met. And it appears to me you guys are not 
just building a coffee shop, but a family.” 

So far, everyone who comes to the coffee 
shop has felt that same warmth. 

“A few weeks ago we had a discussion 
night  where we invited atheists and skeptics,” 
Lukas shared. “Two atheists came up to us 
afterwards and said, ‘This space is great! We 
love the fact that you guys are open to having 
these conversations. We’d like to volunteer 
at your next event. How can we help?’ We are 
confident that God will continue to move in 
the space as our teams there faithfully build 
relationships and share Jesus.”
Steiger International (steiger.org) received 
a grant from Tyndale House Foundation, a 
grantmaking organization that partners with 
Christian ministries around the world. To 
learn more, visit tyndale.foundation.

Laos: Christian’s Livestock 
Slaughtered (2)

Jai’s village in Laos included 80 people in 
13 Christian families. As one of the village 
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leaders, Jai knew that these Christians were 
facing persecution from village authorities 
and the police. But Jai’s parents were believers 
and urged him to consider Christianity. He 
contacted a pastor, who led him to faith 
in Christ. Soon, Jai was removed from his 
role leading the village, and persecution 
throughout the village increased. The police 
threatened to destroy Jai’s animals, but he 
stood firm in his faith, and so the authorities 
slaughtered all his animals: 4 pigs, 16 ducks 
and 20 chickens.  

Pray for Jai and other believers facing 
persecution in his village, that they will 
continue to follow Christ faithfully.

Burkina Faso: Couple 
Receives Replacement 
Bible After Attack  (3)

Christians have been a primary target of 
Islamists in Burkina Faso since April 2019 
when approximately 70 Christians were killed 
and 5 churches attacked. In 2022, Islamist 
activity increased in the southwestern part of 
the country, resulting in numerous destroyed 
churches and the murder of several pastors. 
As many as 10,000 Christians have fled their 
homes due to violence and threats; more 
than 1.7 million people have been displaced 

by the conflict. Two years ago, when Muslim 
militants attacked their village, one young 
couple fled with their lives and almost nothing 
else. They fled so quickly that they couldn’t 
even grab their Bible. VOM workers recently 
had the opportunity to provide Bibles for the 
displaced couple as well as for many other 
displaced Christians. “They were so happy 
they were crying,” said a front-line worker. 
“They said it was an answer to their prayers.”  

Pray for believers in Burkino Faso 
who have been displaced, that they will 
experience God’s abundant provision.

Mexico: Workers Warned 
to Stop Evangelizing (4)

Mateo and Elena are church planters in Central 
Mexico. Their town is in a region known as 
the Circle of Silence, where Christians are 
routinely opposed by those who follow a 
syncretistic blend of Catholicism, animism, 
and the occult. The couple has experienced 
hostility from their community because 
of their witness for Christ. Their tires have 
been slashed, their bank accounts have 
been hacked, and they recently received a 
threatening note to stop their evangelistic 
activities: “First warning. You must leave. You 
may not preach, you or your wife.” Men on 
motorcycles also threatened them with guns 
at their front door. The couple has two young 
daughters, ages five and three, and their older 
daughter has been bullied at school because 
of her Christian faith.  

Pray for protection for Mateo and Elena 
and their family. Pray for courage to continue 
sharing the gospel in the face of threats.

Laos: Christian’s Livestock Slaughtered, continued from page 3


