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The investigative reporter on India’s Zee News stunned viewers with a report that pastors were 
paying Hindus to convert to Christianity. The accusation wasn’t true, but Hindu radicals were 
incensed by the claim, especially since the activity was allegedly happening in Uttar Pradesh 
state, considered the sacred home of Lord Shiva. 
 Lord, like Joseph, some persecuted Christians are falsely accused and imprisoned. May your truth 
shine brightly through these members of my faith family, righting the wrongs that lead to their 
suffering. Amen. 

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.

PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED
Recommended Scripture: Recommended Scripture: 
Genesis 39:1—41:16 | Matthew 12:46—13:23 | Psalm 17:1-15 | Proverbs 3:33-35Genesis 39:1—41:16 | Matthew 12:46—13:23 | Psalm 17:1-15 | Proverbs 3:33-35
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Understanding Islam and 
Christian-Muslim Relations 
in Africa (1)

Although her mother’s family is predominantly 
Muslim, ordained minister Carine Nyampong 
didn’t have the slightest idea what Islam 
is about. Thanks to a new course from The 
Sanneh Institute (TSI), Nyampong is growing 
in understanding.

The online graduate course is titled 
Historical Survey of Islam and Christian-
Muslim Relations in Africa and is the first of its 
kind launched by TSI. The course undertakes 
a critical survey of the religious and 
sociopolitical context of the rise of Islam in 
Mecca in the seventh century, Muhammad’s 
mission in Mecca and Medina, encounters 
with Christians during the formative years of 
Islam, and the spread of Islam during the time 
of the four rightly guided caliphs or Rashidun. 
The survey traces the penetration of Islam 
into sub-Saharan Africa from its arrival in 
Abyssinia as a refugee faith, the conquests 
of North Africa and the Sudan, the peaceful 
spread of Islam through itinerant clerics and 
traders, to the jihadist/reformist movements 
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
in West Africa and Muslim encounters with 
European colonial powers and missionaries.

“Through this course, I have understood (or 
tried to understand) the sophisticated nature 

of Islam. It is unfortunate that by the media, 
we the non-Muslims have a wrong notion of 
a very small Islamic sect as a representation 
of all of Islam,” Nyampong said. “Though 
Professor Azumah makes it look easy to 
understand, I am still very challenged as 
an ordained Christian minister to accept 
the glaring convergence of Christianity and 
Islam against the rather misrepresented 
divergence. I hope this course is run more 
often.”

The Sanneh Institute (TSI), named after 
the late Professor Lamin Sanneh, a leading 
missiologist of the last century, is based at 
the University of Ghana. Their mission is 
to resource theological education in West 
Africa. Courses are designed and delivered 
via Zoom.

Initial enrollment reached 35 participants 
from 14 countries. Unfortunately, that number 
shrank to 24 because several students were 
unable to reliably connect to the Internet. 
Still, TSI was thrilled and surprised.

“There is a clear interest in Christian 
circles to understand Islam and engage with 
Muslims better. The numbers that enrolled 
for the course is a testament to the success 
of the course. We hoped for about a dozen 
participants,” a TSI representative said. 
“Indeed, we have seen the hand of God over 
the request especially in the provision for 
additional resources to ship the books and 



to launch the online graduate course. We also 
see the higher numbers of enrollment as a 
sign of God moving on behalf of this request. 
We never imagined this level in our wildest 
imagination.”

TSI has many incredible testimonies from 
course participants as evidence of God’s 
providence. Many of these students serve in 
various leadership capacities in churches and 
institutions and will go on to impact many 
lives with the knowledge they’ve gained 
through the course. Here’s a sample of those 
testimonies:

“The best thing that happened to me is 
to have enrolled on this course. . . . Now I 
am confident and can boldly face the world 
in Christian-Muslim Relations. Thank you, 
Sanneh Institute and partners.”
Rev. Patricia Akpene
Ordained minister and PhD student, 
University of Ghana

“I have learned much about the spread of 
Islam to Western Africa, 90 percent of which I 
did not know before.”
Rev. Dr. Jefferson Ritchie
Former associate director of mission of the 
Outreach Foundation, USA

“Although I am a Muslim convert to 
Christianity, the course has deepened my 
understanding of Islam and its relationship 
with Christianity. I have come to appreciate 
the points of convergence between the 
two faiths as conducive grounds for 
cultivating healthy relationships, good  
 

neighbourliness, and peaceful coexistence.”  
Ibrahim Baidoo
A Ghanaian Christian outreach and 
discipleship coordinator

“This course has provided a valuable 
historical backdrop for understanding how 
Islam became established in Africa and the 
ways in which those historical patterns still 
affect Muslim-Christian relations today.”  
Dr. Peter Sensenig
American theologian resident in France

The Sanneh Institute (tsinet.org) received 
a grant from Tyndale House Foundation, a 
grantmaking organization that partners with 
Christian ministries around the world. To 
learn more, visit tyndale.foundation. 

India: Pastor Jailed on 
False Charges (2)
 
Pastor Jawahar was sitting in his home in 
western India, talking with members of his 
church, when Hindu fanatics—including 
police officers—burst in, accusing the  
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Christians of trying to convert Hindus by 
fraud. After interrogation and intimidation in 
Jawahar’s home, the police took him and two 
elders to the police station in a larger town. 
Pastor Jawahar was jailed without due legal 
process. He was released after 45 days and 
forced to pay a large fine with money his wife 
had to borrow at high interest. Pastor Jawahar 
was discouraged about finding himself in 
prison, but also confident that he would not 
lose his faith or stop his Kingdom service.  
VOM is helping to pay this debt and to provide 
for his family’s needs.

Pray for Pastor Jawahar and his family for 
encouragement and protection from further 
persecution.

Democratic Republic of 
the Congo: Christians 
Poisoned, Threatened  (3)

Luuando Yombo’s husband was an elder 

in their church in the Ubwari Peninsula in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Her 
mother and brother also served at the church 
in an area with a large Muslim population. 
In 2021, Muslim neighbors provided food 
for church members. After eating the food, 
the church members grew ill and believed 
the food had been intentionally poisoned. 
Luuando’s husband, brother, mother, and two 
other members of the church died after eating 
the food. Then, the people who provided the 

food burned down Luuando’s house, saying, 
“We are going to finish you in this village.” 
Luuando has left the area and fears returning. 
She is tormented by the memories of what 
happened but says she has forgiven the 
poisoners. She is now caring for 16 children, 
her own and her brother’s.

Pray for Luuando and the children she 
is caring for, that all their needs would be 
supplied.

Turkey: 16-Year-Old Beaten 
for Wearing a Cross (4)

Turkey hosts the largest number of refugees 
in the world, around four million, mainly 
from Syria and also from Iraq and Iran. 
Numerous churches in Turkey minister to 
these refugees, one of which reported that a 
teenager from a family of Christian converts 
was recently assaulted. The 16-year-old boy 
was walking down a street wearing a cross 
necklace when some young Turkish men 
confronted him and insulted him for wearing 
the symbol of Christ’s death. They asked why 
he was wearing it, and when he responded, 
“Because I am a Christian,” they began 
beating him. The attackers split the boy’s lip 
and smashed one of his teeth into his gums. 
VOM helped the young man receive dental 
services to repair the damage.

Pray for healing for this young Christian 
and for protection for other Christian 
converts in the area.
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