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Incarnation

* John 1:14: The word became flesh and dwelt among us.

* Philippians 2:6-7: Jesus, who though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a
servant being born in the likeness of men.

* @Gal 4:4 - But when the fullness of time had come, God
sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law.
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His Role as Prophet, King, Priest
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Atonement:
The death of Jesus on the cross and what it accomplished

Theories of the atonement
* Example

* Moral Influence

* Government

® Ransom



The Atonement: Background Factors

ne Nature of God

ne Law

ne Human Condition
ne Person of Christ
ne Sacrificial System
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Kaphar - to cover
We all like sheep have gone astray; each of us has turned to
our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us

all. - Isaiah 53:6



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to be the Savior

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the

world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. - John 3:17



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to be the Suffering Servant

For | tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: "And
he was numbered with the transgressors. For what is written
about me has its fulfillment." - Luke 22:37

He poured out His soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors. — Isaiah 53:12



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to be a Ransom

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

- Matt 20:38 & Mark 10:45



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to be a Substitute

Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life
for friends - John 15:13



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to be a Sacrifice

John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, " Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"
- John 1:29



The Atonement: Gospels

* Jesus's work was to Give Life

And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. - John 17:3



The Atonement: Paul

* The atonement is the work of the Father and Christ
together

But God demonstrates His love in this, while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. - Romans 5:8



The Atonement: Paul

® The atonement saves us from divine wrath

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth. - Romans 1:18

We were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God,
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ - by grace you have been saved. - Eph 2:3¢c-5



The Atonement: Paul

® The atonement is a sacrifice

For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed - 1 Corinthians 5:7



The Atonement: Paul

® The atonement is a sacrifice of love for you

Walk in love, as Christ also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial
and fragrant offering to God. - Ephesians 5:2



The Atonement: Central Motifs

® Sacrifice — Hebrews 9:6-15

6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly
into the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second
only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking
blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the
people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy
places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing 9
(which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement,
gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the
worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and various washings,
regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.



The Atonement: Central Motifs

® Sacrifice — Hebrews 9:6-15

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come,
then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is,
not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an
eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works
to serve the living God. 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a
death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under
the first covenant.



The Atonement: Central Motifs

® Propitiation

The priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the Lord's food offerings.
And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has
committed, and he shall be forgiven. - Leviticus 4:35



The Atonement: Central Motifs

® Substitution

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. - 2 Corinthians 5:21



The Atonement: Central Motifs

® Reconciliation

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God. - 1 Peter 3:18



The Atonement: Central Motifs

Sacrifice
Propitiation
Substitution
Reconciliation

The atonement: penal substitution

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance
he had passed over former sins. - Romans 3:23-25



The Atonement: Objections

Distorts the Godhead
Immorality of substitution
® Divine Hypocrisy
There was a real penalty owed for sin. Christ is the one who paid it.
(Penal Substitution)



The Atonement: Implications

Humans are totally unable to meet their own need
God is not one-sided, and there is no tension

The death of Christ is the only way of salvation
We are secure in Christ

We must never take our salvation lightly



Discussion Questions

What does it mean that Christ humiliated himself by becoming incarnate? What does
this mean for believers today?

How would you try to convince someone who does not believe in the resurrection
about its truth? How would you respond if they said the resurrection is just wishful
thinking? That it's impossible for people to rise from the dead? That there is no
evidence for the resurrection?

In what ways can we come to Christ as our Prophet? Priest? King? Are you living as a
loyal subject to King Jesus? In what ways might your allegiance to Him and His
Kingdom need to change or grow?

What do Sacrifice, Substitution, Propitiation, and Reconciliation mean and what do
they have to do with the work of Christ? What is penal substitution? Did Jesus have to
die? Why or why not?

Does God have wrath, and is He angry at sin? How do you know? How does this make
you feel? How would the average person at your work/school answer those questions?
How should we respond, or live in light of their answers?

What is the significance of Christ's work in your life? Which verses stood out to you
from tonight? Why?



Prayer

Thank you Jesus for humbling yourself, by coming down to earth,
becoming human

Thank you Jesus for humbling yourself, by being an obedient
servant, even to the point of death on the cross

Help us to follow your example, be humble

Help us to acknowledge your authority in our lives as King

Thank you God for providing a way for us to be reconciled to you!
Thank you Jesus for dying as a sacrifice for us in our place!

Praise you God for your greatness, holiness, power, righteousness,
justice, wrath, kindness, grace

Empower and embolden us to share these things with those around
us, may your Spirit work






