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Pawn of the Universe



What is Humanity?

We are creatures of God, made in His

image and likeness and for fellowship with
Him.



Creation of Man

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. - Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)



Theological Meaning of Human Creation

Humans have no independent existence

Humans are part of creation

Humans are unique in creation

There is a kinship among humans

Humanity is not the highest object in the universe
Humanity is limited

Limitation is not necessarily bad

Contentment requires accepting our finiteness
Humanity is wonderful
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Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures

forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

- Psalm 100:3-5 (ESV)



The Image of God (Imago Dei)

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.”

So God created man in his own image, in the image of

God he created him: male and female he created them.
- Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)

Man in the image of God means that man is like God and
represents God.



The Image of God

* Who we are (Substantive)
* What we do (Functional)

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.
So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God he created him; male and female he created

them. - Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)
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The Image of God

Who we are (Substantive)
What we do (Functional)
* That we can relate (Relationship)

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.

- Genesis 1:26-27 (ESV)



Then God said, “Let
us make man in our
image, after our
likeness.”

- Genesis 1:26 (ESV)

When Adam had
lived 130 years, he
fathered a son in his
own likeness, after his
image, and named

him Seth.
- Genesis 5:3 (ESV)



The Image of God

A. Moral Aspect
B. Spiritual Aspect
C. Mental Aspect



The Image of God:
Distorted but not Destroyed

Whoever sheds the blood of man,
By man shall his blood be shed,
For God made man in his own image.

- Genesis 2:6 (ESV)



The Image of God:
Distorted but not Destroyed

With [our tongue] we bless our Lord and
Father, and with it we curse people who are

made in the likeness of God.
- James 3:9 (ESV)



The Example of Perfect Humanity

1. Jesus had perfect fellowship with the
Father

2. Jesus obeyed the Father's will perfectly

3. Jesus always displayed a strong love for
humans
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All Races (Human Race)






All Economic Statuses



The Unmarried



The Unborn



For you formed my inward parts; you knitted
me together in my mother's womb. | praise
you, for | am feartully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it
very well. My frame was not hidden from you,
when | was being made in secret, intricately
woven in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your
book were written, every one of them, the
days that were formed for me, when as yet

there was none of them.
- Psalm 139:13-16 (ESV)



When men strive together and hit a pregnant
woman, so that her children come out, but there is
no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined,
as the woman's husband shall impose on him, and
he shall pay as the judges determine. But if there is
harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn
for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or
female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go free
because of his eye.

- Exodus 21:22-25 (ESV)



When men strive together and hit a pregnant
woman, so that her children come out, but there is
no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined,
as the woman's husband shall impose on him, and
he shall pay as the judges determine. But if there is
harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn
for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or
female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go free
because of his eye.

- Exodus 21:22-25 (ESV)



STATEMENT ON THE SANCTITY

OF HUMAN LIFE

We believe that all human life is sacred and
created by God in His image. Human life is of
inestimable worth in all its dimensions,

including pre-born
physically or menta

pabies, the aged, the
ly challenged, and every

other stage or condition from conception
through natural death. We are therefore called

to defend, protect,

and value all human life.
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"So, the only genuine options
with an ectopic pregnancy are
either to lose one Ii?e (the
baby's) or to lose two (both the
mother and child). Not only
would an abortion in such cases
be morally permissible, it would
be the most prudent decision
so as to avoid losing the
mother's life as well.”

- John S. Feinberg in Ethics for
a Brave New World



Reasons for abortions in the US

93%
\

6%

— I
Social Potential health Rape/incest
of mother/baby

1 “Abortion Facts”, Center for Bioethical Reform (CBER)



The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. He will not always
chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does
not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us
according to our iniquities. For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him: as far as
the east is from the west, so far does he remove our
transgressions from us. As a father shows
compassion to his children, so the Lord shows
compassion to those who fear him. For he knows
our frame; he remembers that we are dust.

-Psalm 103:8-14 (ESV)




But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
It we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from

all unrighteousness.
-1 John 1:7-9 (ESV)



For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should

not perish but have eternal life.
- John 3:16 (ESV)



Abortion Resources

first-image.org
heartbeatinternational.org
care-net.org
abortionchangesyou.org



The Aged and Infirm



What makes up a human?

(The constitutional nature of the human)

e The nature of human beings consists of a
material aspect (the body) and an

immaterial aspect (soul, spirit) united into
one person.



What makes up a human?

(The constitutional nature of the human)

* Monism



hen the LORD God formed the man
of dust from the ground

and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and the man became a
living creature.

- Genesis 2:7 (ESV)



Since we have these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from every defilement of body and
spirit, bringing holiness to
completion in the fear of God.

- 2 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV)



What makes up a human?

(The constitutional nature of the human)

* Monism
* Dichotomism
* Trichotomism

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:23 (ESV)



What

makes up a human?

(The constitutional nature of the human)

* Monism

* Dichotomism
* Trichotomism

For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division
of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and

discerning the t

noughts and intentions of the heart.
- Hebrews 4:12 (ESV)



What makes up a human?

(The constitutional nature of the human)

* Monism
* Dichotomism
* Trichotomism

And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind, and

your neighbor as yourself.”
- Luke 10:27 (ESV)



Implications of what makes up a human

e i o

Humans are to be treated as unities

A Human is a complex being

The different aspects of human nature are all to
be attended to and respected

Christian maturity is not about submitting one
part of our nature to another

Human nature is consistent with the teaching of
conscious existence between death and
resurrection






Discussion Questions

In what ways do you think we are like God, and represent Him (or in what ways should
we)?

How is the doctrine of man being made in the Image of God the antidote for both
pride (thinking too highly of yourself) and deprecation (thinking too lowly of yourself)?

What particular groups of people do you think our culture does not adequately view
or treat with the value, dignity, and respect deserving of ones created in the image of
God? What about our church? What about you? What should we do about it?

Abortion can be such an emotional and charged topic. What was your reaction to that
portion of tonight’s session? Was there something missing? Does the Bible better
support the view that an unborn baby is a person or a “clump of cells”? How certain
can we be based on the Biblical evidence?

Do you view your body as a hindrance or a blessing? How should the fact that the
normal state of humanity is embodiment, and the fact that God created your physical
body in a material world impact how you view the world and yourself (and your body
in particular)?



Prayer

Praise God for creating us, in His image, with significance
Help us to be more like Jesus:
Perfect fellowship with the Father

Obe?/ the Father perfectly
Display strong love for other humans

Help us view and treat all humanity with dignity and respect.
Help us see and deal with our prejudices.

Confession and forgiveness of sin

Roe vs. Wade overturned, life valued, people saved and
discipled

Thank God for our body and our soul/spirit






