


The Great Commission “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and

the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I

have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to

the end of the age” (Matt 28:19-20).

The Great Commandment “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord

your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is

the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important:

‘Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:37-39).

Twenty-five years ago Candlewood Church began with four families who

moved to Omaha, NE with a prayer of seeing God accomplish more than

they could have ever dreamed of or hoped for. Over the course of these

past twenty-five years, Candlewood Church has witnessed hundreds of

people’s lives forever changed with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As we step out in faith, trusting God to make a difference for our future,

we know that we exist to be difference makers in our city for Him. 

The future of Candlewood Church will continue to focus on 

We are to go, to teach, to baptize and to love. We are excited about

God’s future for this church.

WHO WE ARE



Bodji Mahi
In April 2014 when I moved to Omaha, Nebraska, leaving my biological family

in Ivory Coast, I knew the importance of being connected to Jesus Christ

through a church. I prayed and asked God to lead me to a church where I

would be spiritually fed by His word. I met this young and dynamic church

through Xavier Rodriguez. He introduced me to his spiritual family which is

now mine too. I was so welcomed by the generosity of the community and the

leaders. When my wife and my son got their visa to join me here in the US, the

church paid for their air plane tickets and gave them a warm welcome. 

Matt O'Malley

As a freshman at UNO, I had a radical encounter with a group of Christians

living on campus. These guys attended Candlewood Church and modeled

real love for people and zeal for their faith in God. That year I accepted the

Gospel and my life totally changed. I immediately was baptized and

plugged into the community at Candlewood; and my life was never the

same. God used the people of Candlewood: the examples of their

marriages, their heart of service, their corporate and private prayer to win

me to Jesus. 



Shea Scalise

Four years ago my father unexpectedly had a stroke. Candlewood

Church has been there since the day he was in the ICU, through all the

transitions to different facilities, and to when he eventually moved in

with my family. Week after week, the people of Candlewood Church

have faithfully and consistently loved, served, encouraged, and blessed

my family. They have been the encouragement and the family my wife

and I have needed to be caretakers. 

Kimberly Yau
When I first came to Omaha from Malaysia as an international student, I didn’t

know what it meant to be a Christian. After being a part of Campus Fellowship

(CF), the genuine love people had towards one another made me curious to

know the Jesus that had first transformed their lives. Being a part of both CF and

Candlewood Church has not only challenged me to know God’s word but also

do what He calls me to do. 



Our Purpose:

We exist to be difference makers in our city

In 2015 we began our first ever building campaign twenty years after launching Candlewood

Church in Omaha. Candlewood Church sensed God’s leading in securing a permanent location

so that we could make an even greater impact in our city. God has led us to our current location

where we have a wonderful church home.

Our Core Values
At Candlewood Church, we have four core values:

Gospel - we believe, live out, and share the Gospel 

Devotion - we are devoted followers of Christ

Character - we strive to display Christ in all we do

Family - we build strong families
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As we have grown and as we have reached out into our community,

we now have more people than we have space. 

Prior to COVID-19, we had  375 people that called Candlewood

Church their home. Of our 375 gatherers, 135 were children, 0-18

years of age. Our church has grown considerably over these past

five years, and we particularly need more space for those children.

Candlewood Kids

Youth Group

Campus Fellowship

Small Groups

We are investing in the next generation with

Bible Studies

Leadership Training

Celebrate Recovery

Parent Life

Men’s Prayer

Mom’s Time

Ladies Night

This is where we are at, and we are excited for all that God is doing!

Praise God for His leading in our past, present and future. 



Our family moved to the area in 2019, Jon and I were sure from the very beginning we
wanted to find a church that our family would feel welcome and we could serve. When Matt
O’Malley invited us to visit their small group, we were nervous and not sure what to expect
just jumping in and joining a group that was so established with each other but we gave it a
shot. Our nerves were completely unwarranted, their group welcomed us and our kids with
open arms. Over the last year and a half, we have grown in friendship and community with
these people and have had so much truth poured into us and our family. Our kids are
thriving and love their friends they have made through our time at Candlewood Church.
We feel like the church we had in mind to find when we got married is Candlewood, it has
been such a blessing in our lives. 

Sophie Bahnfleth

My freshman year of college was when God used Candlewood’s college ministry to
dramatically change my life for the better. I was extremely anxious and insecure when I came
to UNO. I felt far from God because I didn't understand what it looked like to have a
personal relationship with Him. The people of Candlewood and Campus Fellowship played a
pivotal role in my growth as a Christian, and in cultivating a passion to help others know
Him. The church loved me, supported me, helped me understand what the Bible said, and
provided me with excellent examples to follow. I learned about who God is and the grace
that He provides, and I am forever changed because of it. Just as I was, there are so many
students who are unsuccessfully searching for the fulfillment, love, and acceptance that only
a personal relationship with Jesus can fill. It's such a blessing to work with Campus
Fellowship as we seek to come alongside students and help them get closer to God.

John and Haelli Savin



EXPANDING OUR BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

More space for the unchurched and our next generation to visit, connect and

experience new life in Christ in our remodeled welcome area, lobby, and coffee cafe

Additional classrooms that will better meet the needs and provide a safe place for

children, families, students and the people of our community to learn about the love

of God

More space to serve people and for multiple ministries to meet simultaneously

Expanding our building for the future will provide

At Candlewood Church, one of our greatest

needs is additional space.



Our current building is dedicated 24/7 to helping people come to know Jesus

Christ and reach their full potential in Him. Expanding our building for the

future, through a three year campaign aimed at raising the faith and the funds,

is the next step in our plan to be difference makers in our city. 



Without Candlewood Church, our faith would not be what it is today. The Bible-

based teaching and relationships we have built with other believers have

encouraged us forward in our journey as followers of Jesus Christ. They have helped

us apply Biblical principles in our life - from getting baptized, to the way we raise

our children, to the way we handle finances, to volunteering in the community. Our

life would not look the way it does today were it not for the influence of

Candlewood Church.

Claudia Fonseca

10 years ago, I delivered everything that hurt me mentally and emotionally to

God, and my life was forever changed. Since then Candlewood supported me

so that I could go to South America on a mission trip. I have also learned that

God uses us at all times, and He makes us shine through His glory. I am very

happy to have a church that has welcomed me and my family with so much

affection.

Paul and Beth Fortmeyer



We are going to continue to advance the Gospel and

expand our influence in this community, and we need

you. As we think about the future, we see such

incredible opportunities for the people of God to

exercise faith. With the addition of more space, we ask

ourselves what will God do with us if nothing is

impossible with Him. 

Where we are going

He was the one who prayed to the God of

Israel, “Oh that you would bless me and

expand my territory! Please be with me in all

that I do, and keep me from all trouble and

pain!” And God granted him his request.

-1 Chronicles 4:10



E.S.L. Classes

Christ Centered Daycare and Preschool 

Food Pantry

Refugee Ministries

Christian Counseling Center

Finance Classes

Athletic Field and Community Garden

Could we, as a church, provide community services such as

Would God want to use our church home to saturate our

community with His love and the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

We believe the answer is yes!

Community Impact

And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people

everywhere, even beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for wherever we

go we find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need

to tell them about it.

-1 Thessalonians 1:8



We are a growing group of people trying to get closer to God and are excited about helping others on this same

journey.

God has blessed each and everyone of us with spiritual gifts, unique abilities, passions, and talents. You are valued

and recognized by God whether you serve one hour or more than twenty hours per week, you are making a

difference.

ever

growing

possibilities

With our permanent location, our ministries have grown, and we have

grown. 

With an expansion to our current building, our members will have

even more ways to use their spiritual gifts in the service of others and

the Kingdom. We will have the space for our ministries to expand,

giving people more opportunities to serve and develop their gifts as

well as providing resources for those who are in need of living water.
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How You Can Help
Giving guide

Weekly Monthly Yearly 3 year total

Our goal is $1.1 million. This guide demonstrates
how faithful giving can make a difference.
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First, please pray. Second, we will not be able to

accomplish this task if we do not, in faith, exhibit

sacrificial generosity by financially supporting the

Building Together 2.0 campaign. Throughout this three

year campaign, we are trusting God for gifts over and

above regular tithes and offerings. 

For many, giving will be in the form of a monthly pledge

fulfilled over the course of those three years. People may

also contribute in the form of stocks, property, wills,

trusts, assets, or gifts-in-kind. 

We are excited to see what God has planned. Supporting

this campaign will provide even more spaces where

fruitful ministries can continue for generations to come.

By His grace, we have accomplished much over the

years, and by His grace, we will be difference makers for

the future. 



Connect with

candlewood

candlewoodchurch.org 

BuildingTogether@candlewoodchurch.org

Candlewood Church 

5051 F St.

Omaha, NE 68117

#BuildingTogetherCC


