


| Session# | Date | Topic

. Session 1 Sep 2, 2021 Introduction to theology, overview program, purpose
TO p I CS Session 2 Sep 16, 2021 God’s Word, Special topic: Bible Interpretation
Session 3 Oct 7, 2021 God’s Word
Session 4 Oct 21, 2021 God’s Greatness
Session 5 Nov 4, 2021 God’s Goodness, Nearness and Distance
Session 6 Nov 18, 2021 God’s Acts, Special topic: Creation vs. Evolution
Session 7 Dec 2, 2021 Humanity
Session 8 Dec 16, 2021 Sin
Session 9 Jan 6, 2022 Human Sexuality
Session 10 Jan 20, 2022 The Person of Christ
Session 11 Feb 3, 2022 The Work of Christ
Session 12 Feb 17, 2022 The Holy Spirit
Session 13 Mar 3, 2022 Salvation
Session 14 Mar 17, 2022 The Church
Session 15 Apr 7, 2022 The Family

Session 16 Apr 21, 2022 Last Things
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Ways of Knowing God

1. General Revelation: How God has revealed
Himself to all peoples at all times and in all
places.

Modes of General Revelation:

A. Nature / Creation

B. History / Divine Providence

C. Conscience / Constitution of the human
being







Ways of Knowing God

2. Special Revelation: God’s manifestation of
Himself to particular persons at definite
times and places, enabling those persons to
enter into a redemptive relationship with

Him.

Modes of Special Revelation:
A. Historical Events

B. Divine Speech

C. Incarnation | Hebrews 1:1-2




Then Judas threw the silver coins down in the

Temple and went out and hanged himself.
Matthew 27:5 NIV



... "What you have seen me do, make haste and
do as I have done." Judges 9:48b NKJV
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The Two-Fold Application of God's Grace in the Believer's Life
Romans 12:1-2
A Spiritually-Minded Saint will Minister
< KEEPING THE BALANCE »
A Ministering Saint will Grow Spiritually-Minded

Knowledge Wisdom Application
Col. 1:9 Col. 2:6-7 Col. 1:10-11

Enowledge without Application Puffs Up
I Cor. B:1

Application without Knowledge Produces Pride
ITim. 3:6

Spiritual Fruitlessness
ICor. 8:2, 1112

Spiritual Powerlessness

Proper
Understanding
Eph. 1:a7-23; I Tim. 2:45

Proper
Response
Eph. 4:1-2; IThess. 2113

The Actions of Grace
Gal. 5:22-26; Col. 3212-17

Ephesians 2:1-10

God's Purpose

The Teaching of Grace
Titus 2:114-14; 3:3-8

Think Good Thoughts Titus 3:3-8 Do Good Works
Ephesians 423024 Ephesians 2110
Phil. 4:8 Titus 2:1-10
Grace Working Grace Working

in the Individual
Rom. 6:1-13; Phil. 1:6

through the Individual
Gal. 2:20; Phil. 2:42-16
The Operation

of God's Love

The Realization
of God's Love
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Fom. 5:1-8; B:31-99 FRom. 12:g-21
I Cor. 5:14-15 I'Thess. 1:3
Deny Self Acknowledge Others
Philippians 2:1-8 Philippians 2:1-8
Ephesians 5:1-2 Galatians 12
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II Timothy 3:14-17

Doctrine properly taught and applied will provide a proper
balancing point for .Hving out the Christian life D . Edward Beaore
Graphic design by Christine Mulholland I Tl.n:lothy 2115 P.0. Box 587, Slinger, Wl 53086



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

Principle 1: Interpretation must be based on the
author’s intention of meaning and not the
reader.



Principle 1: Interpretation must be based on the
author’s intention of meaning and not the reader.

The author should be the starting point and center of
our discussion

We should not have presuppositions or preconceptions
about the text

The Spirit, who moved men to write God’s Word, also
dwells in us

Our primary aim is not “what is in it for me” or “what
does it mean to me”.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

Principle 2: Interpretations must be done in the
context of the passage.



13 Consider the work of God, For who is able to
straighten what He has bent? 14 In the day of prosperity
be happy, But in the day of adversity consider — God has
made the one as well as the other So that man may not
discover anything that will be after him. 15 I have seen
everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a
righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there
is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness. 16
Do not be excessively righteous, and do not be overly wise.

Why should you ruin yourself? Ecclesiastes 7:13-16 NASB



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

Principle 3: Interpret the Bible literally (or
normally) allowing for normal use of figurative
language.



1 Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from
you will be divided among you. 2 For I will gather all the nations
against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the
houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled,
but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 Then
the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when
He fights on a day of battle. 4 And in that day His feet will stand
on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east,
and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west
by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move
toward the north and the other half toward the south.

Zechariah 14:1-4



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

Principle 3: Interpret the Bible literally (or
normally) allowing for normal use of figurative
language.

Which book of the Bible do you think has
been interpreted figuratively or symbolically
more than any other?



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 4: Use the Bible to help interpret itself.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 4: Use the Bible to help interpret itself.

The Bible is in perfect harmony with itself.
You mi?ht use cross references. You may
think of other passages that deal with

similar subjects. Look for illustrations all
over the Word.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation

Principle 5: Interpretation must be distinguished
from application.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 6: The Historical Principle.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 6: The Historical Principle.

Try to understand the background, the

culture, the geography. What did it mean to
the people when it was spoken or written?
What did it mean then and what does it
mean today?



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 7: The Grammatical Principle.



Principles of Biblical Interpretation
Principle 7: The Grammatical Principle.

Look at the structure of the text. Try to
understand the scene, the plot. Look at the
pronouns, the verbs, the nouns. Analyze the
passage, the words, the phrases, and the
sentence structure.



12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my
circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of
the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of
Christ has become well known throughout the whole
praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14 and that most of
the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of
God without fear. 15 Some, to be sure, are preaching
Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good
will; 16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am
appointed for the defense of the gospel;



17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition,
rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me
distress in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in
every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
proclaimed, and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice.
19 For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance
through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and
hope, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that
with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be
exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Philippians 1:12-21 NASB
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Discussion Questions

What might be the result if my primary aim is not discovering the author’s
intent but only “what is in it for me”?

Have you been guilty of taking verses out of context? Can you give an
example of either yourself or someone else taking a verse out of context?
What are some pitfalls if | do not take the Bible literally? Using common sense
at the same time?

God used 40 plus authors to write 66 books that all read like one person wrote
it. What can be learned about God from this?

Is there anything | can do to be meditating on God’s word more?

Do | feel that my convictions are continually getting stronger in my life? Is
there anything | need to change to see it increase even more?

Do | feel that my life is well balanced between knowledge of God’'s Word and
the application of it?

Do | have a consistent extended time with God?

If | keep doing what | have been, will my life be revolutionized by God’'s Word?



Pray

Thank God that He reveals Himself to us, and
that for us He has done so generally and
specially

Give us humility as we seek to increase our
knowledge of Him

Help us interpret God’s Word and that our lives
would be revolutionized by our convictions
Help us to love God’'s Word and to apply it






