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Theology

* Theology: The Study of God
* Doctrine: Teaching
* Foundation: The Bible
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Approachable Theology

Major in the majors

Recognize that we are all theologians

s not an end in itself

mpacts our lives, by way of application
and worship




Why Study God?

It's right | Ps 119:15-16

It pleases God | Colossians 1:10

It's part of the Great Commission | Matthew 28:18-20
We become like what we worship | Psalm 115:8

To not be conformed to the worE:I | Romans 12:2

t's part of maturity in discipleship | Hebrews 5:12-6:1
t helps us stand firm in our faith | Eph 4:14

t's how the faith is passed on | Ps 145:4

t's what pastors are supposed to do | Titus 2:1

t's what the church is supposed to do | 1 Tim 3:15
t gives us hope | Rom 15:4




How will it look?

 Pastor Teaching
* Group Discussion
» Corporate Prayer



| Session# | Date | Topic

. Session 1 Sep 2, 2021 Introduction to theology, overview program, purpose
TO p I CS Session 2 Sep 16, 2021 God’s Word, Special topic: Bible Interpretation
Session 3 Oct 7, 2021 God’s Word
Session 4 Oct 21, 2021 God’s Greatness
Session 5 Nov 4, 2021 God’s Goodness, Nearness and Distance
Session 6 Nov 18, 2021 God’s Acts, Special topic: Creation vs. Evolution
Session 7 Dec 2, 2021 Humanity
Session 8 Dec 16, 2021 Sin
Session 9 Jan 6, 2022 Human Sexuality
Session 10 Jan 20, 2022 The Person of Christ
Session 11 Feb 3, 2022 The Work of Christ
Session 12 Feb 17, 2022 The Holy Spirit
Session 13 Mar 3, 2022 Salvation
Session 14 Mar 17, 2022 The Church
Session 15 Apr 7, 2022 The Family

Session 16 Apr 21, 2022 Last Things



Books

* The Bible
By: God (through humans)
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Books S

* Introducing Christian _  .eseene
Doctrine (3@ Edition) — gl e

By Millard Erickson

MrirLrLarp J. EricksON

BY L. ARNOLD HUSTAD



Books

50 Core Truths of the
Christian Faith
By: Gregg R. Allison

GREGG R. ALLISON

50 CORE TRUTHS

OF “THE —5 g

CARISTIAN FAITH




How to Study Theology

. We shou
. We shou

study theology with prayer

study theology with humility

. We shoulad study theology with reason

. We should study theology with help from others

. We should study theology by collecting and
understanding all the relevant passages of scripture on
any topic

. We should study theology with rejoicing and praise
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How to Participate in Discussion

Helpful to read ahead of time

Focus discussion on the teaching, the reading,
and/or verses from the Bible

Judge statements by how well they are
supported

Stick to subject under discussion

Strive for understanding

Speak up freely

Listen carefully

Be courteous

Disagree with charity



Approachable Theology:
Introduction



Theology: The study of God

Theology: The discipline that strives to give a coherent
statement of the doctrines of the Christian faith, based
primarily on the Scriptures, placed in the context of
culture in general, worded in a contemporary idiom,
and related to the issues of life.

5 Key aspects of Theology

neology is Biblical

neology is systematic

neology is done in the context of human culture
neology is contemporary

neology is practical
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Method of Theology

1. Collection of Biblical materials

2. Unification of Biblical materials

3. Analysis of the meanings of Biblical teachings
4. Examination of historical treatments

5. Consultation of other cultural perspectives

6. ldentification of the essence of the doctrine
/. lllumination from sources beyond the Bible
8. Contemporary expression of the doctrine

9. Development of a central interpretive motif
10.Stratification of the topics




Degrees of Authority of
Theological Statements

More Authoritative

Direct statements of Scripture
Direct implications of Scripture
Probable implication of Scripture
Conclusions inferred from
general revelation

* Qutright speculation

Less Authoritative



The Ability to Know God

Main Idea: Because of His self-revelation,
God can be known, but never fully
understood by His human creatures.

Grounded in 2 Facts:
1. God freely chose to make Himself known

2. God created us in His image, and gave us
the capacity to know Him




“'This is what the Lord says:
The wise person should not boast in his wisdom;
the strong should not boast in his strength;
the wealthy should not boast in his wealth.
But the one who boasts should boast in this:
that he understands and knows me—
that | am the Lord, showing faithful love,
justice, and righteousness on the earth,
for | delight in these things.
This is the Lord’s declaration.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 (CSB)




Ways of Knowing God

1. General Revelation: How God has
revealed Himself to all peoples at all
times and in all places.

Modes of General Revelation:
A. Creation | Psalm 19:1-4

B. Divine Providence | Acts 14:15-17
C. Conscience | Romans 2:12-16




Ways of Knowing God

2. Special Revelation: God's manifestation of
Himself to particular persons at definite
times and places, enabling those persons to

enter into a redemptive relationship with
Him.

Modes of Special Revelation:
A. Historical Events

B. Divine Speech

C. Incarnation | Hebrews 1:1-2




The Incomprehensibility of God

We can truly know God.
We will never fully understand Him.

Can you fathom the depths of God
or discover the limits of the Almighty?
They are higher than the heavens—
what can you do?
They are deeper than Sheol—
what can you know?

Job 11:7-8 (CSB)



Application

We should be led to humility.
We can know God and should boast about
knowing Him.
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Discussion Questions

What is your initial impression about the word “theology”? What connotations
(positive and/or negative) does the word carry to you?

What is the definition of “theology”? How does this definition relate to or
impact your initial impression of the word?

Why is correct belief important? How can correct belief lead to the sin of
pride?

If done appropriately, how can the study of theology lead to witness and
communication of the gospel and ultimately to appreciation and worship of
the greatness and grandeur of God?

How does the understanding of general revelation affect your view of the
importance of telling people about the good news of Christ?

Read Jeremiah 9:23-24. What should it look like in our lives to boast in
understanding and knowing God?

What are you looking forward to in participating in Approachable Theology?
What pitfalls do you think we will need to avoid as we move forward?



Pray

Thank God that He reveals Himself to us,
and that for us He has done so generally and
specially

Give us humility as we seek to increase our
<nowledge of Him

Help us to exhibit Unity, Liberty, and Charity
Know and worship God better, be more in
awe of Him, live in light of His truths







