
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC | JULY 22-28, 2020 | COST: $1,400 

Trip Description 
 
The mission trip to the Dominican Republic will 
support Pastor Dago, and the Great Commission Latin 
America church in Santo Domingo. This trip is a great 
opportunity for those who have never traveled outside 
of the country to get a taste for international missions. 
 
 
● Application and deposit of $25 is due by January 

15, 2020 for the DR STM.  
 
The following benchmarks are provided for you in order to ensure that funds are turned 
in at the time they will be needed to make purchases, the major purchase being 
airfares and lodging.  If you have not turned in the specified amounts at the listed 
dates, your application could be removed so that another person could take your spot 
on the trip.  

● $25 by January 15​th $25 
● $250 more by February 15 ​th $275 
● $250 more by March 15 ​th $525 
● $350 more by April 15​th $875 
● $350 more by May 15 ​th $1225 
● $75 more by June 15​th $1400 TOTAL 

  
If you foresee major problems in these dates/amounts for your trip, please email Jim 
Wiebelhaus with details ( ​jim@candlewoodchurch.org​). We will work on a case-by-case 
basis regarding all changes. All requirement exceptions are subject to Pastoral 
approval. 
 
REMINDERS 
● All checks must be turned in to the Candlewood Church Office.  
● NOTE: Checks for ​the DR Trip ​ must be written out to ​Great Commission Latin 

America. 
If a check is made out to your personally, those gifts will not be tax deductible. 
Make sure the donor understands this. 

● You are responsible for keeping a personal record of all checks turned in to ensure 
proper recording.  Please send a ‘thank you’ upon receiving a gift and a newsletter 
report at the conclusion of your trip. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jim@candlewoodchurch.org


COSTS 
The $1400 covers 
● All transportation (airfare, bus, etc) and housing 
● All meals from departure of Omaha Airport to arrival back in Omaha. 
● Drinking water, Materials/literature to hand out/use 

 
Costs you will incur on your own: 
● Passport  (Apply in January for a passport.  Renew in January if it will expire by 

February 2021) 
● Vaccinations.  Talk to your doctor.  More information at 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/​ and ​http://travel.state.gov/travel  
● Souvenirs 

 
CREDIT CARDS 
It is recommended that each person have at least one credit card that can be used. 
This is to ensure purchase power internationally and will ensure the best possible 
exchange rate on a daily basis. If you do not have one, please apply ASAP. A Visa or 
MasterCard check-card will work as one form. Most places do not support Discover 
Cards internationally. 
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STM Acceptance Policies 
 
You are responsible for the trip funds and deadlines of the trip plus passport and 
vaccinations if you don’t have them.  Fund deadline dates are listed at the bottom for 
each trip. 
 
This includes a $25 non-refundable deposit due upon application.   
 
The primary method of raising the funds for the mission trip is through you or support 
from your outside sources. We will help to train you and instruct you on how to send 
out letters to friends, family and co-workers regarding the cost of the trip and the need 
for support. Though you do not have to use this method to raise funds, it is common 
and acceptable.  A fundraising packet will be available and can be sent electronically 
upon request by email ​jim@candlewoodchurch.org  
 
As a participant of the mission trip, each person is responsible for fundraising the 
required fee for your trip. We have set up a payment schedule to follow in order to 
ensure your completion of the necessary fundraising. These are the required amounts 
to be turned in at the following dates. 

NOTE: If your fundraising exceeds the cost of the trip, the additional funds will be used 
for additional supplies and resources for the host church or saved for future mission 
trips.   

Expectations 
● Each participant of the mission trip will be placed in a group. 
● Each group will have a group leader who will be responsible for the group’s safety, 

itinerary, and preparation. 
● Each group leader will designate a time for the group to meet a few times  prior to 

the trip. 
● If you should need to be absent from these meetings we ask that you 

communicate with your assigned group leader. 
● You agree to be a representation of Jesus Christ. This means that you will abide by 

all laws both here in the USA and in your designated country. 
● You agree to adhere to all safety precautions as instructed by leaders. 
● You agree that your participation on this trip is subject to leaders approval and 

acceptance. 
● This is an application process, not a guarantee that you will participate. 
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Get Started Today 
 

1. Download and fill out the ​Short Term Mission (STM) application​ and email it to 
Jim Wiebelhaus at ​jim@candlewoodchurch.org​ by the due date listed below.  

 
NOTE: If you have submitted a STM application in the past then you only need to fill 

out the first page. 
 

2. If you need a passport you will need to apply for one at least by January. A 
passport for an adult is good for ten years.   

 
NOTE: Make sure your passport expiration date has six months beyond trip departure 

date!  
 
To apply for a passport, visit ​http://travel.state.gov/passport ​and follow the instructions 

there. Passport and vaccinations are extra costs that are not included in the trip 
costs listed below.  

 
3. Give a $25 installment to by the due date listed for each trip below.  Payments 

can be made in three ways.
  

a. Online at ​www.candlewoodchurch/give​ STM and enter your name and 
trip name in memo.  

b. By check in tithe box.  Put your name & trip in memo line.  
c. By check and send in the mail to Candlewood Church -STM, 5051 F 

Street, Omaha, NE 68117. Make sure to note the installment by stating 
your name and trip name in the memo line. 

 
4. Will you be raising support?  If yes, all the more important to start your 

application today because you are not authorized to raise support until your 
application has been accepted.  You can​ download the example support letters 
and “Gift Response Card” under the Mission Trip section of our Supported 
Ministries page of our website​, and begin to write your own.   

https://candlewoodchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2020-DR-Mission-Trip-Application-Form.docx
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