Personal Faith Story Workshop - Part 2 >

How do | make a Personal Faith story?

1. Pray

2. One Sentence: Define your life before and after Christ in one sentence.

3. Write: Write out your story describing your life before Christ, how you came to
Christ, and how your life is different with Christ (in relation to your one
sentence).

4. Edit: Re-read what you've written and make any needed adjustments. Get
feedback on what you've written. Email your draft to the editing team at
srvanraden@gmail.com.

5. Compile: Get a picture, pick a title, and add it with your edited story to one of
the Personal Faith Story templates found at candlewoodchurch.org/personal-
faith-stories.

6. Produce: Print, cut, and fold your Personal Faith Story.

7. Give: Pray for opportunities to give your story to people and take the
opportunities God gives you!

What should | be looking for when I'm editing my story or getting feedback?
Here are some good questions to ask about what you've written:
o Focus: Does my story focus on my one sentence before and after description, or
does it talk about several different things?
e Structure: Does my story follow the basic pattern of before Jesus, meeting
Jesus, and since then?
e Length: Is my story between 600 and 700 words?
o Christianese: Am | being careful with words like salvation, born again etc. that
don't mean anything to lost people?
e Voice: Did any part of my story come across as preachy, demeaning, or with an
attitude of superiority? Was it personal?
e Grammar/Spelling: What errors are there? How can the readability of my story
be improved?

What picture should | use?

If you don’t already have a picture of yourself that you'd like to use, ask a friend to
take one of you with their phone or camera. This doesn’t need to be professional,
newer phones (most iPhones in particular) have good cameras.
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Photo Tips:
e Don't just crop people out of an existing group photo, have one taken with just

you in it
e Smile!
e Plenty of lighting
e Attire that isn't distracting

What about a title?
Think about your one sentence. Is there a way to communicate it in a brief, catchy
phrase? You can also try using alliteration, rhyming, or asking a question.

How should I print my Personal Faith Story?
This depends on how much time and/or money you'd like to spend, and what options
you have at your disposal. The options below are in order of least to most expensive.
e Free printer anywhere?
Print at home
Omaha Public Library — $0.10/page in black and white, $0.25/page in color
o You will print front and back (two pages) but then cut in half to get two
stories
Office store such as FedEx, Office Depot etc. — $0.16/page in black and white,
$0.74/page in color
o Can also pay to have them folded and cut for you: $1.49 per cut (up to
500 sheets at a time), $0.03 per sheet to fold

What should | say when | hand my story to someone?
This will depend on the situation and whatever you are most comfortable with. Below
are some ideas you can try:
e "Here, | wrote this about my life and would like to give it to you.”
e “This is my story. | wrote this and would love it if you read it.”
e "Did you get one of these? | wrote it.”
e "It was great meeting you — let me give you my email so we can stay in touch.
It's on the back of this, something | wrote about my life.”
e "“We've known each other for a while but | haven’'t shared about an important
part of my life with you - | wrote about it here.”




