Personal Faith Story Workshop - Part 1

What is a Personal Faith Story?
A short story about how Jesus Christ has changed your life, that you write, print out,
and give to people.

Why should | make one?

It is an effective tool to use in your effort of making disciples of all nations (Matt 28:18-
20). Because of its personal nature, it can open doors for conversation in the future
and/or be a simple way to be a witness for Christ when you don’t have an opportunity
to share a full Gospel presentation.

How do | go about making one?

1. Pray

2. One Sentence: Define your life before and after Christ in one sentence.

3. Write: Write out your story describing your life before Christ, how you came to
Christ, and how your life is different with Christ. Important: This should all
center around your one sentence from step 2!

4. Edit: Re-read what you've written and make any needed adjustments. Get
feedback on what you've written. Is there a clear focus on your one sentence
from step 2 or does it cover a variety of topics? See the editors during one of
the workshops and/or email your draft to them at srvanraden@gmail.com.

5. Compile: Get a picture, pick a title, and add it with your edited story to one of
the Personal Faith Story templates found at candlewoodchurch.org/personal-
faith-stories.

6. Produce: Print, cut, and fold your Personal Faith Story.

7. Give: Pray for opportunities to give your story to people and take the
opportunities God gives you!

What do you mean by “defining my life before and after Christ in one sentence”?
Christ has done a lot for us, but this is not the place to communicate about a variety of
those things. For a more effective story, focus on one way that a relationship with
Jesus has impacted your life.

Here are some examples, but feel free to come up with whatever describes you best.
e Before my relationship with Christ , but now

| felt guilty... I've experienced freedom.

| tried to find love in all the wrong places... | have experienced the love of God.

| felt so alone and unwanted ... I've been adopted into God's family.
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What tips or guidelines do you have for writing out my story?

| was always trying to prove myself... | know that I've been accepted.
| was full of fear... | am hopeful.
| was self-destructive... I'm healthy.

Don't just “start writing and see what comes out.” Start by defining your one
sentence, and then write about that.

With your one sentence as your focus, describe in more detail what your life
was like before your relationship with Christ. Then write about how you got into
a relationship with Christ. Then write about what your life has been like with a
relationship with Christ (focusing on your one sentence).

If you need help staying focused on your one sentence concept, try
incorporating stories, feelings, behaviors, and/or relationships that demonstrate
that change in your life.

Shoot for 600-700 words.

Don't worry about the formatting, layout, or printing until after you've gotten
your content ready (including editing and feedback).

Remember this is a personal faith story (not a sermon) so keep it personal (not
preachy).

Be careful with “Christianese,” words that non-believers wouldn’t understand.
Incorporate a verse or two that illustrates the power of God in the area of life
you wrote about.

Add titles to the different sections of your story to break it up.

What should | do next?

Goals:

o Pray, brainstorm, and decide what your one sentence before and after
Christ statement will be by next week.

o Begin writing out your story, focusing on your one sentence and
following the provided tips, and bring a rough draft to Part 2 of the
workshop on 7/12.

Come back for Part 2 of the workshop for additional help with:

o Layout/template

o Picture

o Editing

o Printing

o Handing them out



